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Sermon Reflections 

It’s a Trap (Part 1)   Matthew 22:15–46 

Summary:    Learn from the Lord Jesus to avoid the factious traps that lead us away from the truth. 
 

Factious Traps to Avoid 

1. The Trap of Religious Nationalism (vv. 15–22) 

 In what ways does our American culture and authorities attempt to entrap us between two 

bad options (a lose/lose situation)? What can we learn from Jesus’ response to the Pharisees 

and Herodians when He was put in this dicey situation? How does Jesus respond to other 

leaders and authorities that he speaks to in the four gospels? 

 What are some other responses to authorities that we see in Scripture? Read 1 Tim 2:1–6, 

Acts 5:27–32, and 1 Peter 2:9–17. What principles do these passages bring out that detail our 

mindset, attitude, and actions? What are we called to do? What are we not called to do?  

 Read Matt 28:18–20 and Acts 1:6–12. What is our true mission? What are the areas of your 

life that you forget your true mission as a believer? Read 1 Cor 5:20– 21. How and why should 

our true identity matter when we interact with the authorities and affairs of this world? 

 How might we discern what is right or wrong when there seems to be a gray area — especially 

in matters of politics, laws, and government? How do the ‘Means of Grace’ help us here? 

Often, in these gray areas, judgment and disunity can be a temptation—even in the church. 

Read Gal 5:13, 1 Peter 4:8, Rom 14:1–12.  What should we seek to do to one another above all 

else? How do these passages help us to see our fellow believers the way that God sees them? 

2. The Trap of Theological Liberalism (vv. 23–33) 

 These theological liberals who confronted Jesus erroneously did not believe that all of 

Scripture is God’s Word. While this seems like an obvious error, we also can treat God’s word 

like this. How often do you read through all of God’s Word? Why might just reading only the 

New Testament and the Psalms be a dangerous approach? What are some practical ways to 

maintain a constant intake of the entirety of Scripture? How can you practically help another 

believer to do that even this week? 

 Believing the power of God’s Word is essential to being a Christian. Where do you see the 

power of God’s Word working in your life? What are some areas of doubt that Christians 

struggle with? What does God’s powerful Word say to those areas of doubt? How does 

believing in the entirety of God’s Word and its power equip us for all areas of our life? How 

does God’s Word equip us for our mission? 


