
 

Grace Bible Church Sermon Reflections 2020_11_15 

Sermon Reflections 

Are You on the Losing Team?    (Revelation 1:1-8)  (Teacher: Stephen Boom, Associate Pastor) 

Summary:   Stand firm in the faith through fear and persecution by fixing your gaze on Jesus’ coming victory. 

Five marks of Christian endurance: 
 

1.  Comprehension of Jesus’ Glory (v. 1a) 

 Revelation comes from the Greek Apocalypsis, which means “prophetic unveiling of something 

hidden.” What is the end game of this letter?  Jesus’ Deity was veiled as a human even though He 

was man and God at the same time.  How do you view Jesus?  As a man or how He is portrayed in 

Revelation 19? 

2.   Confidence in God’s Word (vv. 1b-3) 

 Revelation is a declaration of the future from the very mouth of God.  How is God going to bring 

about this future state?  The world is not falling out of place, but is falling into place.  Everything is 

going according to God’s plan.   

 John says that things will take place “soon.”  How soon?  God’s perspective of time is different than 

ours.  Review Psalm 90 and 2 Peter 3:8 for discussion on God’s perspective of time.  Review              

1 Thessalonians 4:15. Paul writes as though Jesus’ coming is imminent, and we should live 

expecting it.  How can you live this way and increase your confidence in God’s word? 

3.   Security in God’s Promises (vv. 4-5a)    

 Grace comes before peace, Grace leads to peace.  Our sins have earned us a one-way ticket. Read 

Titus 3:3-5.  Do our former selves, based on this description in verse 3, deserve this kind of mercy? 

 Why do you trust your doctor? What prevents you from trusting the all-knowing, all-seeing, and 

all-powerful God? 

 What is a faithful witness? Jesus spoke the truth that got Him crucified.  Why is Jesus called the 

“first born of the dead”?   

 When does your sense of grace and peace fluctuate with the headlines? When are you most 

rooted and grounded in the security and promises of God? 

4.   Assurance of God’s Love (vv. 5b-6)    

 How do we know God loves us? Jesus not only saves you, He brings you near to Himself.  How can 

you make better use of your access to God through prayer? Let’s not treat this access like a “gym 

membership” (have access but don’t go) — by putting these things into practice.   

5.   Certainty of Christ’s Return (vv. 7-8) 

 In v. 7, John writes that Jesus IS coming. Not: He will be coming; not:  He’s thinking about coming.   

 Read Daniel 7:14. His dominion is everlasting, and His kingdom shall not be destroyed. 

 When do you doubt Christ’s coming?  Read verse 8 and rethink any doubt you may have.  He IS 

coming and no one will stop Him.  Jesus’ wedding day with the Church is coming soon, we just 

don’t know when. How does the imminent return of Christ encourage and challenge your heart?   

  


